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Using the Curriculum

Our most recent curriculum documents are set up slightly differently from previous District curricula. We are following the recommendations of both the Connecticut State Department of Education and the New England Association of Schools and Colleges in developing our new curriculum guides. For each new concept you will see the format below:

	Essential Understanding: The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

	Essential Question: What words do I know and understand?

	CAPT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop vocabulary

	
	A
	· use context clues to decode meaning

	
	D
	· increase vocabulary (including conceptual and content vocabulary, foreign words)

	
	A
	· use appropriate resources to determine word meanings (dictionary, thesaurus, etc.)


	Suggested Strategies
	· word games, Cloze exercises, synonyms and antonyms, analogies, visual representations, context clues

	Suggested Assessments
	· oral and textual usage, quiz

	Suggested Resources
	· Shostak Vocabulary Workshop, novel and short story vocabulary lists (R drive)


The Essential Understanding is the big idea being explored. The Essential Question is the question that students should be aware of and developing an answer to as they study the content or process. The Learning Goals are what students should know and be able to do at the end of the grade level.

The code for the Degree of Mastery is as follows:

I = Introduce. This means that instruction will primarily be through teacher modeling and hands-on exploration.

D = Develop. Students should be developing the concept or skill and should be increasingly independent.

M = Master. When a concept or skill is mastered, no prompting or modeling is necessary.

R = Reinforce. Teachers should expect student independence but may need to review or re-teach in order for previously learned information to be retrieved.

A = Apply. Students should be able to apply the knowledge or skills independently.

An asterisk in the CMT/CAPT column means that the concept or skill is tested in that year.

The section listing Suggested Strategies, Assessments, and Resources should be viewed as a living and changing portion of the curriculum. Additions or deletions may be suggested at any time.
	Essential Understanding: The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

	Essential Question: What words do I know and understand?

	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop vocabulary

	
	D
	· increase expressive and receptive vocabulary (including conceptual and content vocabulary, foreign words)

	
	D
	· understand word structure (prefix, suffix, root)

	*
	A
	· identify homophones (homonyms) and homographs (multiple meaning words)

	
	A
	· identify synonyms and antonyms

	
	D
	· understand word relationships (analogies)

	
	D
	· distinguish between denotation and connotation of a word (ex. miserly vs. thrifty)

	
	A
	· use context clues to decode meaning

	
	A
	· use appropriate resources to determine word meanings (dictionary, thesaurus, etc.)

	
	IDM
	· explain and evaluate the effectiveness of persuasive vocabulary used to influence readers’ opinions or actions (e.g., loaded words, exaggeration, emotional words, euphemisms)


	Essential Understanding: A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension.

	Essential Question: What strategies can I use to help me understand what I read?

	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· apply comprehension strategies 

	
	A
	· set a purpose for reading

	
	M
	· preview text 

	*
	R
	· use the features, structure, organization, context, punctuation marks and syntax (grammar) clues  of text to make meaning 

	*
	D
	· apply reading strategies specific to type of text

	
	A
	· use prior knowledge to aid comprehension

	
	A
	· ask questions of self while reading

	
	R
	· use visualization to aid comprehension

	*
	A
	· make connections to text, self and world

	*
	A
	· make logical predictions based on text

	*
	R
	· draw and support inferences  and conclusions from text

	*
	R
	· answer inferential questions  using evidence from text

	
	A
	· apply fix-up strategies (stop, slow down, re-read, identify inconsistencies and ambiguities)

	*
	R
	· identify main idea and supporting  details

	*
	A
	· summarize from a variety of texts

	
	I
	· paraphrase

	*
	A
	· use graphic organizers to aid comprehension

	
	D
	· use a variety of note-taking strategies to aid comprehension

	
	M
	· use recall strategies

	*
	R
	· distinguish between fact and opinion

	*
	R
	· analyze the relationship between cause and effect

	*
	R
	· select and use relevant information from text to communicate understanding


	Essential Understandings Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text.

	Guiding Questions What literary devices and conventions help me engage in text?

	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals : Students will:

	
	
	· Recognize  the characteristics of a variety of non-fiction genres

	
	A
	· biography/autobiography

	
	D
	· memoir

	
	A
	· magazines and articles

	*
	R
	· content area texts, including art, music, drama

	*
	A
	· editorials

	*
	A
	· step by step directions

	*
	A
	· recipes

	*
	A
	· manuals (school handbook)

	*
	A
	· informational schedules

	
	D
	· web-based media


	
	
	· Identify characteristics of nonfiction:

	
	A
	· index

	
	A
	· table of contents

	
	A
	· titles and headers

	
	R
	· factual information

	
	R
	· factual visuals

	
	M
	· glossary/ word list/bibliography

	
	R
	· maps, tables, graphs, charts

	
	A
	· ways to emphasize words (bold, underlined)

	
	R
	· Identify characteristics of a web page 


	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals : Students will:

	
	
	· Recognize and explain the use of the literary devices that contribute to the author’s style/craft

	*
	A
	· point of view

	*
	D
	· tone

	
	D
	· mood

	*
	R
	· bias

	*
	D
	· irony


	Essential Understanding: Readers respond to literature in many ways.

	Guiding Question: What are appropriate ways to respond to literature?

	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· Respond to text that is heard, viewed or read

	
	R
	· verbal (i.e. book recommendation, connections,  presentations, debate)

	
	M
	· artistic representation (i.e. drama, art, music)

	
	R
	· written (i.e. reflective writing, PowerPoint, web page, reader response)

	
	
	· Support written responses by including evidence from text 

	*
	R
	·  Provide an initial understanding of text

	*
	A
	· Develop a plausible interpretation supported with examples

	
	ID
	· Develop literal and inferential questions about texts using explicit and implicit evidence from the texts

	*
	R
	· Make associations/connections (text to text, text to self, text to world)

	*
	R
	· Develop a critical stance supported by evidence from the text

	
	D
	· Select, synthesize and use relevant information from a text to include in an extension or response to the text


	Essential Understanding: Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

	Guiding Questions: How are authors influenced by their context? (experiences, geography, time etc.) How are readers influenced by their context? (experiences, geography, time etc.)

	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	 D
	· Analyze the influence of the author’s values, ethic, experiences and beliefs on the text

	
	D
	· Understand and describe how personal experience, values, and beliefs affect how readers relate to text

	
	D
	· Interpret, analyze and evaluate the influence of culture, history and ethnicity on textual themes/issues

	
	D
	· Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the choices authors make to express political and social issues

	
	ID
	· Critique the way in which an author uses a variety of language structures to create an intended effect (e.g., words or phrases from another language, dialect, simile and metaphor)

	
	ID
	· Critique an author’s reasoning and use of evidence in an argument or in defense of a claim

	
	ID
	· Analyze and critique the intended effects of propaganda techniques an author uses to influence readers’ perspectives

	
	ID
	· Extend the meaning of a text by expressing an insight implied but not stated (e.g., author’s perspective, the nature of conflict)


	Essential Understanding: Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

	Guiding Questions: How can I speak clearly so that others will understand what I say? How can I be an effective listener?

	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop speaking and listening skills

	
	R
	· listen and respond to ideas about a specific topic in small and large group discussions

	
	R
	· use grammatically correct sentences and questions when speaking

	
	R
	· express ideas fluently

	
	A
	· prepare and deliver oral presentations using effective public speaking skills 

	
	D
	· formulate, express, and support an opinion/ idea

	
	D
	· use voice appropriate to context (tone, inflection, emotion, emphasis)

	
	D
	· demonstrate active listening skills in order to explore others’ opinions and experiences

	
	I
	· evaluate the credibility of a speaker (e.g., hidden agendas, slants or biases)

	
	I
	· use audience feedback, e.g., verbal and nonverbal cues, to modify an oral presentation.

	
	D
	· provide helpful feedback to speakers based on agreed upon criteria concerning the quality of a speech and the speaker’s delivery.

	
	D
	· engage in oral story telling


	Essential Understanding: Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

	Guiding Question: What writing skills do I need to convey my message clearly to others?

	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· use the writing process to develop writing skills

	*
	D
	· demonstrate an awareness of audience, purpose, form

	
	D
	· link voice to purpose and audience

	*
	A
	· use prewriting strategies

	*
	M
	· generate, develop, and support a thesis statement/ main idea

	
	R
	· write exposition

	
	R
	· write compare and contrast

	*
	R
	· write persuasion

	
	M
	· write a summary of what has been read, heard, or viewed

	*
	R
	· write a paragraph about a specific topic

	*
	M 
	· use textual evidence to support ideas

	*
	R
	· add appropriate and specific details

	*
	R
	· demonstrate a clear sense of organization

	
	D
	· demonstrate a clear sense of focus and coherence

	*
	D
	· revise word choice


	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	I
	· select literary devices to convey a specific meaning

	
	D
	· receive, evaluate, and use feedback from peers and teachers to revise

	*
	D
	· use appropriate transitions

	
	D
	· delete unnecessary details

	
	D
	· vary sentence structure

	*
	D
	· write effective introductions and conclusions

	*
	R
	· use paragraphing appropriately

	
	M
	· proofread and edit for writing conventions and grammar

	
	M
	· self-assess own writing process 

	
	M
	· publish and/or present final product in multiple ways 

	
	M
	· make purposeful decisions about format, graphics, illustrations, and other features based on audience


	Essential Understanding: Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

	Guiding Question: What research skills do I need to answer questions and explore interests?

	CMT
	Degree
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	
	
	· develop research skills 

	
	D
	· generate questions that lead to effective research

	
	D
	· state the purpose of their research

	
	D
	· identify and maintain an awareness of audience

	
	D
	· locate information efficiently and adjust and refine search methods as needed

	
	D
	· select and use a variety of sources (e.g. internet, text, film, interviews, art)

	
	D
	· identify differences between primary and secondary sources

	
	D
	· distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information

	
	R
	· distinguish between fact and opinion

	
	D
	· examine sources to determine validity

	
	D
	· evaluate sources for bias, credibility, and objectivity

	
	D
	· paraphrase information with main idea and details

	
	D
	· take notes using variety of methods

	
	D
	· synthesize information into new opinions or ideas

	
	D
	· document sources using MLA format (bibliography, works cited, parenthetical references)

	
	D
	· sort, categorize, and sequence information

	
	R
	· present information (verbally, written and/or visually)

	(CAPT)
	I 
	· support and defend stance on an issue
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